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In reminiscing about our journey to our 10th Anniversary edition of our 
newsletter, I’m reminded of a line from the Pretenders song “Hymn 
to Her” that says, “Some things change, some stay the same.” The 
saying certainly holds true in Tekra’s story the last 10 years.

Change in the last 10 years has been prevalent.  Digital printing 
became an even a stronger market.  Smaller print quantities, variable 
data, personalization, and printing on demand has led to strong 
digital print growth. Inkjet presses and inkjet inks have become high 
quality and more robust. As a result, we now have our most robust 
line of digital films to date.   

In 2014, Tekra was named a Master Converter by 3M. We stock and 
custom convert a wide variety of 3M™ Adhesives and convert them 
down to any size to better service all of our adhesive customers. In 
2016, we partnered with Henkel to be their authorized distributor for 
Loctite® brand of conductive inks. In our coating plant, we added 
new equipment and focused on creating customer specific coatings 
to meet the rapidly changing needs of various markets.  

However, not everything changed. Ten years ago, Tekra’s mission 
statement was to “be profitable in the achievement of total customer 
satisfaction through continuous improvement”. Our mission has not 
changed. We still believe in being customer focused in everything we 
do and in picking the right strategic partners. We still stay focused 
on our “niche” space in the market and maintain our place as the 
expert in films, coatings, and adhesives to assist you in selecting 
the right product, for the right application, at the right price. All of us 
here at Tekra, still greatly appreciate the opportunity to serve you, 
our customer, and we thank you for your business.  Some things 
definitely stay the same.

Andy Danihel, Senior Director - Sales & Marketing

Some Things Change, Some Stay the Same

Tekra is excited to announce that we will be offering a new backlit 
media for UV and Latex Inkjet printing! This material replaces our 
original JetView 8 mil Backlit Polyester, with a slightly thinner,  
glossier base film, giving you a more vibrant appearance when 
printed. It is 7.6 mils thick, a little ‘bluer’ on the pantone spectrum, 
giving it a whiter appearance. Offering tear, curl and water resistance, 

this durable product is perfect for a variety of high resolution 
applications, including posters, banners, lightboxes, display panels, 
and transit graphics.

Material will be available in 54”x98’ and 72”x98’. You can check it out 
by requesting a sample through your Tekra representative. 

COMING SOON! NEW JetView Backlit Display Film
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When trying to evaluate the best media type for your next project, 
there are a lot of factors to consider. From how the product will 
handle heat to how it will cut, each property and each film will 
perform differently. Understanding what your application needs are, 
your machinery capabilities, and the properties of the materials will 
ensure you have optimal results. To help you begin your research, 
below are the film types we offer in our line of coated products, 
what their features and limitations may be by plastic type, and what 
applications they are typically recommended for.  

Film Benefits and Limitations: 

Polycarbonate (PC): 

• Benefits: Multiple finishes available. Available in thick gauges (up 
to 30 mils), easily formed, embossed and diecut. 

• Limitation: Not chemical resistant. 

Polyester (PET):

• Benefits: Heat tolerance of 350ᵒF, high tensile strength, available 
in optically clear options. Available in heat stabilized option, good 
chemical resistance. 

• Limitations: Not recommended for die-cut applications. Not 
available above 10 mils thick in clear versions, available up to 14 
mil thick in white.

Rigid Vinyl (RPVC):  

• Benefits: Affordable option. Printable across all print methods. 
Available in multiple colors and finishes. High opacity.

• Limitations: Low threshold for heat.  

Polystyrene (HIPS): 

• Benefits:  Easily die-cut. Affordable option for  
temporary applications.

• Limitations: Brittle material.

Polypropylene (BOPP): 

• Benefits: Cost-effective material, high flexural strength, high 
impact strength, naturally moisture and chemical resistant. 

• Limitations: Low temperature resistance.  Degrades quickly in UV 
light and is highly flammable. 

If your application requires chemical, scratch or abrasion resistance, 
we can supply many of the films above with a hard coating that 
will offer the protection your product may need.  Our coatings 
can also provide weather resistance, dry-erase-ability, and many 
other features.  Likewise, if you will be printing on film with a digital 
print method, we offer films specially primed and optimized for 
a wide array of digital print platforms.  Taking these factors into 
consideration, we’ve created a chart that may help you narrow down 
the best choices for your specific application. You can find that chart 
by visiting our website’s application spotlight page HERE. 

By Application

You’ll notice the chart is broken out into application categories. For 
more specific applications, the items listed below are examples of 
typical applications included within each of these categories. 

Indoor Signage: Point-of-purchase (POP) graphics, blockout signs, 
indoor menu boards, shelf danglers, pop-up banners, tradeshow 
graphics, retail store graphics

Backlit Signage: Backlit signs, scrolling signs, airport graphics, 
transportation graphics

General Graphics: Fine art, nameplates, overlays, maps, tags, 
faceplates

Promotional: Table top tents, promotional items, calendars

Cards: Gift cards, membership cards

Industrial: Membrane switch panels, membrane switch overlays, 
service books/ instructions, bumper sticker facestock, durable 
label facestock, industrial label facestock, product label facestock, 
durable graphics, prototypes, industrial displays, electronic labels.

Outdoor: Outdoor signage applications, gas pumps, labels.

For more detailed information about each of these, watch for our 
‘Application Spotlight’ series of articles: ‘Applications by Media Type’ 
for Digitally Printed and Hardcoated Films over the next few months.

Applications by Media Type
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Using Mylar® or Melinex® polyester 
as a casting media for industrial 
film end uses is another functional 
performance advantage of this 
versatile thermoplastic film type. 
At Tekra, A Division of EIS, Inc., 
we continue to support new and 
innovative uses for DuPont Teijin 
Films™ Mylar® & Melinex® cast & 
release films. In this article, we will 
discuss what makes polyester an 
ideal cast & release substrate.

Polyester film naturally offers unique performance characteristics 
suitable for use as a casting media. During production, polyester film 
is stretched in both the machine direction (MD) and the transverse 
direction (TD). This biaxial orientation of polyester produces a unique 
molecular alignment that imparts the following film properties:

• Superior tensile strength 
• Wide temperature processing range
• Excellent thermal stability
• High mechanical strength
• Superb Chemical resistance

The action of “release” can be accomplished through the addition of 
a chemical coating (i.e. silicone), the most common product film type 
is called: Mylar® RSXR951; or via a mechanical process of adding 
fillers to the base polymer package. 

Mylar® A, Melinex® 377, or Melinex® 378 are all good examples 
of filled polyester films. The added fillers change the surface 
topography – reducing the surface contact area, lessoning the bond 
and therefore, permitting the casting media to release from the base 
polyester substrate. 

Typical Cast & Release applications using polyester films include:  

• Fiberglass Reinforced Panels (FRP)
• Construction & Building Materials
• High End Filtration Media
• Hot Stamping Foil 

To learn more about Mylar® & Melinex® cast & release films, please 
contact your local sales representative or visit our website. We would 
be happy to provide samples for your evaluation.   

Mylar® Polyester – The Ideal Cast & Release Substrate

What is the Right Way to Accept a Shipment?

Tekra consistently evaluates the changing landscape of the freight 
industry and how our current product packaging will perform during 
transit. We are improving our packaging to combat the current trends 
by carriers. But, freight damage can happen. Here are the steps 
to take every time you receive a shipment to make sure potential 
damage is detected and what to do if there is damage.

1. Inspect the shipment immediately upon arrival. Check all sides 
of the shipment and watch out for damage that may be concealed 
under packaging. If there is not damage, you can proceed as normal 
and sign for your order. If there is something wrong, continue onto 
the next steps.

My shipment is damaged, now what?

2. Accept the shipment, but take notes. Make sure you sign for the 
material as damaged. Document all damage in detail on the BOL (Bill 
of Lading) and POD (Proof of Delivery). 

3. Take photos. Document the damage on the shipment from all 
angles, taking close up photos of any material loss or harm that 
occurred.

4. Alert your carrier. If this shipment was sent on your carrier, contact 

them immediately with relevant paperwork and pictures. If the 
shipment was sent on Tekra’s account, contact customer service 
immediately with the information you have gathered. Depending on 
the carrier, there may be additional paperwork to file the claim. 

5. Keep the material. We know it is an inconvenient to keep the 
damaged material, but keep it with its original packaging until the 
carrier can process the claim. 

6. Wait for a resolution. The carrier will process the claim and get 
back to you. In the meantime, make sure to hang onto all relevant 
paperwork. 

http://www.tekra.com
https://www.facebook.com/TekraCorporation
https://www.linkedin.com/company/53373?trk=tyah
https://www.youtube.com/user/TekraCorporation
https://twitter.com/Tekra_DivOfEIS
http://www.tekra.com
http://www.tekra.com/contact-us
http://www.tekra.com/resources
https://store.tekra.com/awweblive/default.aspx
mailto:orderscentral%40tekra.com?subject=
https://www.tekra.com/products/films/polyester-films/polyester-industrial-films
https://www.tekra.com/products/films/polyester-films/polyester-industrial-films
https://www.tekra.com/products/films/polyester-films/polyester-industrial-films/melinex-rsx951
https://www.tekra.com/products/films/polyester-films/polyester-industrial-films/mylar
https://www.tekra.com/products/films/polyester-films/polyester-pet/melinex-377
https://www.tekra.com/products/films/polyester-films/polyester-pet/melinex-378
http://www.tekra.com

