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Pat Oram Named Tekra’s New 
Director of Sales
Please welcome Pat Oram as Tekra’s new 
Director of Sales.  Pat comes to this position after 
almost six years with Tekra, and brings almost 25 years of industry 
experience with him.  He will provide leadership and support for the 
Eastern and Southern US Sales territories and Canada, along with his 
continued responsibilities for Tekra’s Asia-Pacific business.  Pat is 
excited and honored to be serving in his new role. 

     Tekra Corporation is 
pleased to introduce a new 
line of low cost conductive 
inks for the printed electronics 
market. 

     The PE8XX series of inks 
from DuPont Microcircuit 
Materials (DMCM) are 
designed specifically to 
address volatile silver (Ag) 

costs.
     Market interest is high due 
to potential savings (up to 
20%) vs. standard Ag 
conductors. This is 
accomplished without 
sacrificing product 
performance or quality.
     The DuPont PE8XX inks are 
ideal for use in printed 
electronics applications 
including: membrane switches, 
RFID, and the emerging flexible 
display market space. Standard 
thermal curing and printing 
methods apply. 
     Commercialization of the 
PE8XX series is anticipated in 
Q.2 2013. Contact Tekra 
Customer Service at (800) 
437-0273 to request 
developmental sample 
material for evaluation.
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     Over the past few months, Tekra has 
been hearing from many of our suppliers 
and large OEM’s about structural market 
changes that are impacting the prices of 
key raw materials used within their 
manufacturing processes.  Unlike previous 
rounds of cost increases that had been 
tied to the price of oil, this is not an across 
the board event.  Some product types are 
affected very significantly while other 
seemingly similar products are stable.  
     So what has changed? Experts are 
saying this is an unintended consequence 
of the new technologies used to expand 
our domestic supplies of oil and natural 
gas on sectors of the plastics and 
adhesives industry.  Changes in the U. S. 
benzene (a key 
ingredient in adhesives, 
polycarbonate and 
styrene manufacturing) 
market is a great example.  Below is a 
short list of structural changes that have 
occurred in the last 18 months:

     The increased supply of domestic oil 
and natural gas with the accompanying 
change in the types of gas and oil being 
produced has led to a change in the 
configuration of most of the petroleum 
cracking capacity in North America from 
what they call “heavy” to “light”.

     Light cracking produces up to 95% less 
key by-products such as benzene when 
compared to heavy cracking.

     The impact is that the United States 
has become a net importer of benzene 
(with that deficit in domestic production 
expected to increase) and U.S. 
consumers are subject to global price 
changes for this and similar by-products.

     While shale crude oil will be in great 
supply domestically, it has been found to 
produce ~40% less benzene than other 
crude oils so even the remaining heavy 
cracking capacity will produce less than 
historic norms .

     
     In the past, benzene was produced as 
an “accidental” by-product of gasoline, 
ethylene, and paraxylene production in the 
U.S. so there is very little storage capacity 
in place.  Previously, there was a 
production source a day or two away so 
storage infrastructure was not required.  
Now, it’s an Asian ocean import with all the 
expected challenges in the supply chain 
but just a few weeks inventory on hand 
stateside at any point in time.
  
     While demand is large, these are 
considered spot markets, have just a few 
large buyers and sellers, and are traded 
commodities.  That market structure can 
move prices very quickly if there anything 
unusual occurring in supply and demand.   
For example, Benzene prices have 
jumped from the $3.50 per pound range to 
almost $5.00 over the past year.
  
     Our supply partners are doing what 
they can do to manage costs in the near 
term but even the most sophisticated 
hedging and sourcing strategies can’t fully 
defend against these types of structural 
challenges.  There is some good 
news….to date there have been no 
significant shortages and polyester film is 
largely not impacted.  Also these 
commodities are very low in the supply 
chain so the price impact is diluted to a 
modest percentage as value added 
production takes place.    Finally, we are 
already hearing discussion of 
alternative/substitute materials…some 
even from renewable sources that could 
be developed over time.  
     So, if you hear of suppliers announcing 
price increases when the price of gas 
seems to be flat or even declining, it could 
be due to these changes in our energy 
supply and infrastructure.  We can’t count 
on low price gas meaning low material 
prices any longer.
     Tekra will do everything we can to help 
you control costs, to insure supply, and 
assist in evaluating alternatives.   Thank 
you for your business!
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Technical Tips Available on Tekra.com
A resource to increase your knowledge or assist you in your 
substrate selection, application design and processing techniques 
are Tekra’s “Tek Tips”. The information is pulled from a knowledge 
base that includes our suppliers, engineers, R&D and production 
staff and are written specifically with you, our customer, and your 
needs in mind. Go to Tekra.com for help on topics such as offset 
films, laminating, and film shrinkage. 

WEBSITE
TOOLS

Benzene 
molecule

Click here for Tek Tip listings
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http://www.tekra.com/content/products/polycarbonate-films
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New Lexan 6060
Co-extruded PMMA/PC
     Thanks to a recent expansion of SABIC’s 
Lexan polycarbonate portfolio, Tekra is 
introducing the Lexan 6060 to its film 
offering.  The Lexan 6060 is a 
polished/polished Polymethyl methacrylate 
(PMMA) / Polycarbonate (PC) co-extruded 
film.  

     Offering outstanding optical quality and 
specialized functionality, the Lexan 6060 is 
providing new design options for in-mold 
decoration (IMD) overlays in consumer 
electronics and automotive applications.  
The PMMA layer offers improved pencil 
hardness of 1H, while the PC layer is 
suitable for printing.  In addition to improved 

surface hardness, the Lexan 6060 delivers 
excellent UV resistance and improved 
chemical resistance to sunscreen, IPA, and 
salt, making this co-ex film great for IMD 
applications in abusive environments.  
Featuring optimal forming capabilities for 
3-dimensional parts, the Lexan 6060 can 

undergo maximum thinning of up to 80%.
     The Lexan 6060 is available in 7 mil and 
10 mil.  Please call Tekra customer service 
today at (800) 437-0273 for free samples 
and additional information.  Consider the 
Lexan 6060 for your next IMD application.

        

     In 1983, after 40+ years of being 
solely a distributor and converter of 
films, tapes and papers, Tekra 
decided to add complex 
manufacturing to our business 
model and break into new markets.  
     In 1984, we installed our  first 
coating line.  Manufactured by GFG, 
this new coater cost in excess of 
$1.4 million dollars to install 
(converted to 2013 dollars it is 

nearly $2.9 million) 
Called “Coater 1”, 
the initial plans 
were to produce a 
food packaging 
product called “boil 
in the bag” for 
frozen vegetables.

    According to company records, 
boiling bags were a large and 
growing market in the early 80’s.  
Our timing could have been better 
however, as 
the 
microwave 
oven soon 
changed how 
we cook 
vegetables 
forever.  
     Recognizing a trend, we then 
turned our attention to producing 
microwaveable popcorn bags but 
our coating technology and 
chemistries would not meet FDA 
requirements.
     Eventually, we focused on unmet 

needs for coated and laminated 
plastic in familiar 
markets as we 
do to this day.        
    In 2013, 
Tekra’s manufacturing business has 
expanded to 2 roll coaters and a 
sheet coater (aptly named “Coater 
2” and “Coater 3”).  The coating 
operation is located in a class 
10,000 clean room and supported 
by 8 engineers with chemical and 
mechanical engineering 
backgrounds.  
   We continue to produce 
hardcoated products such as 
Marnot, Marnot Advanced, and 
ProTek films on multiple substrates 
that offer excellent scratch and 

chemical resistance.  
     We produce an array of print 
receptive coated films for the HP 
Indigo, Inkjet, and toner 
marketplaces.  Our talented R&D 
department,  creating custom 
coatings to meet specific needs for 
OEM’s, has become one of our 
competitive advantages.
     Like many companies before us, 
Tekra failed to recognize the impact 
of an emerging technology would 
have on a new project.  However, 
becoming a manufacturer as well as 
a distributor has expanded our 
knowledge and value to the market.  
Besides, it’s never too 
late….cooking food with radar 
waves?  It’s a fad!
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   In today’s competitive global marketplace it is 
not good enough to simply produce a consistent, 
high quality product for the end customer. You 
must do so with a focus on environmental 
responsibility and sustainability. Enter the “Three 
R’s of Manufacturing”: Recovery, Reuse, Recycle. 
   Tekra first began implementing a program of 
recovery back in 1988 when our owner was 
interested in finding a use for scrap material 
generated by our processes. At the time, we 
chose to pay additional costs to have our scrap 
recycled instead of landfilling.
   Today, we continue to follow the same 
reclaiming process: sorting material by scrap type 
(PET, PC, PVC, etc) then finding an appropriate 
end use for the materials. Fortunately, markets for 
recyclable polymers have improved enough that 
we now recover slightly more than our costs for 
the operation.
   Additionally, we work closely with our key 
suppliers and larger customers such as DuPont 
Teijin, 3M, and Greenpak to reuse pallets, tops, 
end boards, roll cores and miscellaneous 
packaging items reducing our land fill volume by 
more than 450,000 lbs of materials in 2012 alone.  
The 3 R’s at work!
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