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The Role of Liner In 3M™ Adhesives and Tapes
What is a liner?
A liner is a paper or plastic film that carries and protects an adhesive as well as prevents it from unwanted early 
sticking. Liners allow the PSA to be wound into rolls for packaging and dispensing. Liners will often be thrown 
away after all processing but play a critical role in an application’s success. 3M™ release liners come in a wide 
range of materials like paper, poly-coated paper, polyester film, and HDPE film substrates and feature silicone 
release coatings to ensure you have the right product for your project.

Why? The liner is important to the cost and functionality of the application. 
The performance of liners can have a major effect on processing materials in the:
• Coating & lamination processes
• Printing & converting
• Label application to end product
• Lay Flat (LF) properties: in applications 

processed in sheet form (i.e. labels) lay 
flat is CRUCIAL. If the product doesn’t 
lay flat, it can lead to curling which can 
cause costly problems in the printing & 
converting process.

Liner lay flat is affected by three variables:
• Resistance to humidity
• Dimensional stability when exposed to 

heat or cold
• Stiffness or thickness of a liner

What types of liners are there?
Paper Liners
• Processed in a way to provide good 

tensile strength so they don’t snap when under strain.
• They often have a silicone coating applied to the top side which prevents the adhesive from adhering to the 

paper, this way the PSA construction can be separated easily.

Film Liners
• Film liner thickness is more consistent than paper and more tear resistant.
• Film is less receptive to humidity, curling less and better dispensing at high speeds.
• Can offer high clarity.
• The most common types of film liners are polyester & high-density polyethylene (HDPE).

See pages 14 and 15 of the 3M™ Converter Markets Selection Guide for a helpful chart of all the liners 3M 
offers.

As a 3M Master Converter, Tekra offers a full line of 3M™ materials. To connect with a Tekra sales person or to 
request a sample, visit our website.
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Tekra recognizes the value of providing customized solutions to our partners. We build relationships 
with both our customers and our suppliers to ensure that we offer the best quality and service. We stay 
current on high-performance material issues to aid in product selection. We offer same day shipments, 
drop shipments and stocking agreements, as well as product customization per application. We strive to 
maintain high quality and achieve customer satisfaction with every order.

ISO 9001 specifies requirements for quality management systems for an 
organization. A certified company needs to consistently provide products that 
meets the customers’ requirements and aims to enhance customer satisfaction 
through the effective application of the system, including processes for continual 
improvement and conformity to customer requirements.

Tekra takes great pride in being ISO certified since 1994. The scope of our 
certification includes the design, coating and converting of plastic films and 
covers all functional areas.

Our goal is to always create customer value through our products, services, and 
knowledge.
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Tekra is a manufacturer, precision converter and full service distributor of high 
performance plastic films, adhesives and conductive inks. We are an industry 
leader with extensive technical expertise and state-of-the-art coating and 
converting capabilities. Visit www.tekra.com to learn more.  
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