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     A Tekra core competency 
for the past 25 years has been 
developing custom coated film 
solutions that meet specific 
customer specifications.  Our 
success in this area is directly 
related to our new product 
development (NPD) 
processes and team of 
chemists and engineers.
     Bringing Tekra your needs 
and ideas is easy.  Just 
contact your Tekra sales 
representative and they will 
ask you a few questions… 
questions very similar to the 
attached form attached to this 
edition of Tekra News.  We will 
relay your information to our 
NPD team for a rapid 
evaluation.  Our NPD team 
uses a stage gate process to 
advance the request through 
the entire development 
process to insure we are 
meeting the project needs and 
timelines.
     After acceptance, our R&D 

team will begin researching 
and exploring coating and film 
options. Our lab has full testing 
capabilities to verify that the 
developmental product meets 
all requirements.  Once we 
believe we have identified the 
optimal materials, we perform 
coating trials on Tekra’s lab 
pilot coater.  After confirming 
the lab prototypes meet all 
requested specifications, we 
then scale up to production 
coaters and produce 
commercially viable product.  
This process can take as little 
as 48 hours to complete with a 
motivated customer.
     Challenge Tekra today with 
your unmet coated products 
needs.   Fill out and submit the 
attached form before the SGIA 
Expo and in addition to finding 
a possible solution, you can 
also win a Kindle Fire in our 
drawing at the end of the 
show.  
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Tekra’s New Coated 
Product Development

Tekra at the SGIA Expo --- A Full Spectrum of Solutions 

3M is a Service Star 
     Even though 3M is a huge multinational 
company, they never lose sight of the 
value customers and mutual problem 
solving activities bring to them.   By 
regularly listening to and collaborating with 
customers, 3M is able to continually keep 
a pulse on current market trends and 
challenges, enabling them to bring 
relevant  and timely solutions to the 
marketplace.   Two programs that Tekra 
works on with 3M regularly include the 
Industrial Adhesives and Tapes R3 
Custom Program and Technical Service 
Requests (TSR).
     The R3 Custom Tape Program is 
designed to provide customized pressure 
sensitive transfer, double coated tapes 
and membrane switch spacer solutions in 
a timely and affordable manner.    Based 
on historical data, 3M has formulated a 
product matrix that serves as a guideline 
when building feasible custom product 
constructions.   Compatible liners, 
adhesives and carriers are then selected 
from the grid and presented to 3M for 
pricing and feasibility.   The goal of R3 is to 
be able to provide customers with pricing 
and feasibility within 1 business day, 
prototype samples within 7 days and scale 
up orders within 21 days.  Minimum orders 

start at just 1.5 million square inches or 
five master rolls by 180 yds. Tekra has 
expanded on 3M’s R3 concept and 
developed a compatibility grid that 
includes additional unique substrates and 
adhesive combinations available 
exclusively through Tekra.   Tekra is able 
to offer custom constructions in minimums 
as low as the yield from one master roll.     
     In addition to creating new, customized 
products, 3M also supports customers 
with challenges they experience using 
existing 3M products.    A TSR or tech 
service requests, is available for submittal 
through Tekra.   Highly trained and 
experienced 3M Technical Service 
Engineers will take time to review and, if 
necessary, replicate customers’ 
challenges.   They will then prepare a 
comprehensive set of solutions and/or 
suggestions on how to eliminate them 
moving forward.  
    The ultimate goal of both programs is to 
continually adapt to the needs of current 
market trends and/or issues and handle 
them as they occur in real time.  Call your 
Tekra sales representative today if you 
have a project suitable for submittal to 
either 3M service program.

NEW PRODUCT
DEVELOPMENT

    We have dedicated this edition of 
Tekra News to our plans for the 
2013 SGIA Expo in Orlando from 
October 23rd to the 25th.   Those 
familiar with Tekra probably have a 
good understanding of our business 
philosophy of learning all we can 
about our customers’ manufacturing 
processes, your material 
requirements and choosing best in 
class suppliers to meet them.  
    As you read this issue of Tekra 

News you’ll find a number of articles 
on new and 
improved products 
from 3M, Sabic, 
DuPont Teijin and 

DuPont Microcircuit Materials along 
with new products from Tekra’s own 
lines of coated films that continue 
that effort.  These are our featured 
products at SGIA this year.  
   Access to the newest product 
offerings to improve your business 

is not the only benefit our suppliers 
offer to Tekra customers.  Tekra and 
our strategic partners (DuPont, 3M 
and Sabic) also have technology 
development and support teams 
that can assist you in selecting 
products that will improve yields, 
reduce costs, and differentiate your 
production capabilities from the 
competition.  You can think of Tekra 
as an access point to engineering 
expertise to solve your most difficult 
application challenges.  
  So take the Tekra Challenge 
before the show!  We’ve attached 
an email application entry form so 

you can send us a description of 
your film or adhesive need.  When 
you stop by our booth we’ll be ready 
to discuss a solution.  Entries 

received by 
October 
25th, 2013 
will win a gift 
certificate 
and be 
entered into 
a drawing 
for a Kindle 
Fire at the 
end of the 
show!

SGIA EXPO
SPOTLIGHT

Enter to Win a
Kindle Fire 

HD!
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DUPONT TEIJIN FILMS
CAPABILITIES

Success Thru DTF Innovation
     Alan Kay, a computer scientist was 
quoted as saying, “The best way to predict 
your future is to invent it”. Turns out, what 
was good advice in 1971, the beginning of 
the digital age, is still good advice today 
even for those of us in more mature 
industries.
     

Given current competitive pressures, many 
companies are looking for any advantage. 
One of the best ways of gaining lasting 
commercial success is through product 
innovation.
     Identifying and capitalizing on unmet 
material requirements is the goal of the 
DuPont Teijin Films™ (DTF), “Innovation 
Team”. The DTF Innovation Team… a cross 
functional group combines commercial, 

technical, marketing, R&D and engineering 
disciplines for the advancement of polyester 
films.  
     Think of the DTF Innovation Team as a 
virtual ‘greenhouse’, where ideas are shared 
and nurtured by bringing together technical 
capability and user market knowledge to 
create new and valuable material solutions.
     Dr. Oscar Martin Jr., DuPont Teijin’s Chief 
Innovation Officer, oversees the DTF 
Innovation team.  Dr. Martin provides 
leadership for the technology & market 
development organizations for DuPont Teijin 
Films™ Americas and directs the effort to 
identify emerging product development 
opportunities. 
     Tekra, as a DTF business partner,  will 
connect you with the Innovation Team to 
walk you through a voice of the customer 
process:  to Define, Design, Discover, and 
finally to Deliver a film to meet your 
commercial and technical requirements.
      Contact Tekra or visit us at SGIA in booth 
#2247 to get started!

The 2013 SGIA Expo invites you to 
“See the Full Spectrum” and that 
couldn’t apply more to Tekra’s 
booth.  We will be showcasing a 
“Full Spectrum” of new and featured 
product offerings at the show. Here 
is a preview:

Digital Films
Tekra has greatly expanded their 
product portfolio for the inkjet 
market to include films for solvent, 
eco-solvent, latex, and UV inkjet 
platforms.  We recently have added 
cast and calendared vinyls, 
industrial grade films, and banner 
materials from  Arlon®.  In addition 
we have expanded our line of 
JetView™ polycarbonate and 

polyester for UV inkjet printers.  
Lastly, we will be featuring our new 
and improved Dura-Go® lenticular 
films for HP Indigo printers.

Hard Coat Films
Marnot® 100 Gloss Unit Polyester 
is being previewed at SGIA.  This 
hard coated matte PET offers 
excellent anti-glare properties.  A 
heat stabilized version of ProTek 
Clear Weatherable Polyester that 
can be embossed will also be 
showcased.

3M Adhesives
Tekra will be showcasing many 3M 
products including:
- 3M™ Performance Label 

Materials
- 3M™ Fasteners
- 3M™ X-Series Industrial 
Attachment Tapes
- 3M™ VHB™ Tapes 

Polyester
Featured from DuPont Teijin Films is 
the new Melinex® RFL1 which is a 
highly reflective, white polyester film 
for “light manage-
ment” applica-
tions. 

Polycarbonate
New this year is 
the Lexan™ 6060 
film, a 
co-extruded 

Lexan/PMMA film with high 
formability and a 1H pencil 
hardness on the PMMA side.

Visit our booth #2247 to find out 
more about these and other great 
new products offered by Tekra.  Get 
a free pass to the show by clicking 
the link below!

Sabic’s PPDC 
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     Sabic’s innovation and application 
development activities are conducted at the 
Polymer Processing Development Center 
(PPDC).  Located in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, this 
one million square foot R&D facility is home to 20+ 
years of product and processing innovation.  With 
industry leading design, processing, and 
performance engineering, it is no wonder why 
over 100 companies visit the PPDC each year.
     Sabic’s PPDC is a resource for application 
development and training in several areas 
including printing, thermoforming, injection 
molding, die-cutting, and lamination.  Printing and 
forming equipment and injection molding 
machinery allows engineers, designers, and 
technologists to push the boundaries of In Mold 
Decoration (IMD) technology on plastic film.  
Lexan polycarbonate and other materials undergo 
rigorous testing to simulate today’s processing 
conditions.  For end use simulation, product 
testing capabilities including chemical 
compatibility, wind / snow load testing, impact 
testing, and UV / weather testing with QUV 
chambers.
     The PPDC demonstrates Sabic’s development 
capabilities to enable growth through application 
innovation.  As a partner of Sabic, the PPDC 
facility is a valuable resource that is open to Tekra 
and Tekra’s customers.

SGIA PRODUCT
PREVIEW

SABIC
CAPABILITIES
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